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This year, we celebrate 30 consecutive years of active Sea Turtle
Conservation in the Mombasa region. 

Together with a team of local fishermen, we have recorded 152 nests
across Jumba beach, Bamburi and Kanamai. 149 of these nests were
recorded at Jumba Beach which continues to be the most popular nesting
site in the area. 

Species that nest along the Kenyan coastline include; Green, Hawksbill,
Loggerhead, Olive Ridley and Leatherback Turtles. This year, only Green
Turtles were recorded at the nesting points, similar to previous years. 
Through this on-going programme, we strive to encourage active ocean
conservation and with co-operation from local fishermen, sustainable
fishing of our waters. 

The Baobab Trust continues to support Sea Turtle conservation and
education through active research and collaborations with external Turtle
protection groups. We work hand in hand with the Kenyan Wildlife Service,
sharing our monthly and annual data with them.

Project
Summary  
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Bamburi Beach 
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Jumba Beach 
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Jumba Beach 
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Jumba Beach 
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Nesting
Distribution 

The Hatchery can be found in Bamburi - North
Coast, where translocated eggs from unsecured
nesting sites are brought in for incubation.
Once the eggs hatch, the hatchlings are
released into the sea during high tide, while a
turtle ranger patrols the Jumba Ruins beach at
night. When possible, we will tag turtles coming
ashore to lay eggs. We work closely with local
fishermen, who report nesting sites, entangled
turtles and mortality rates.

 5 year change 
Nests (2015 - 2019) 
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Tagged Turtles 
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Tagged Turtles 

To date we have tagged 156 turtles.
37 turtles were tagged in 2019, with 36 tagged at Jumba Ruins beach and 1
tagged at Kanamai. 

Interesting to note, we had re-visits from 3 turtles (highlighted in blue in
the table above) laying at Jumba beach where they were tagged as follows: 

KE0484 | 2014 | Returned 10 times
KE0485 | 2017 | Returned twice and was retagged as KE4942
KE0500 | 2015 | Returned 9 times

 Summary 
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Photo Journal

Volunteered beach clean
up

Checking hatchlings for red
ants

November hatchling
release

August hatchling release August hatchling release Albino hatchling!

August hatchling release Tagging a turtle Jumba team and volunteers
releasing hatchlings
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Looking to the
future 

We have seen a significant increase in nests throughout 2019 compared to the previous
3 years. Most of these have occurred at Jumba Beach which continues to be the most
popular nesting site in the area. We safely released a grand total of 13,022 sea turtle
hatchlings in 2019. Furthermore, we have noticed that many turtles are re-visiting these
beaches more often to lay their eggs.

The coast line available for turtle nesting along the Mombasa shore is under critical
threat of erosion and pollution. The tourism industry has resulted in extensive
modification of the natural shoreline, leading to a long term problem of littering along the
beaches, especially of plastic bottles. Our team takes part in the International Coastal
Beach Clean Up every year with volunteers from local primary schools and communities
to help collect and safely dispose of any waste and plastic found on the shore. These
areas are popular nesting sites for sea turtles so it is important that they are kept free of
unwanted debris that might cause them harm. 

As sea turtles are endangered it is important that each time one comes to lay at Jumba
Beach, our dedicated team ensures she is tagged so that we can closely monitor nesting
patterns. 

The Baobab Trust will continuously support Sea Turtle and Ocean conservation
programmes and research. 

Thank you to The Baobab Trust, Turtle Ranger, and local fishermen for their on the
ground support.
Thank you to the Kenyan Wildlife Service for on-going support over the years.
Thank you to the Jumba Turtle Group, specifically R. Jessop and Y. Warner.
Thank you to The Haller Foundation for the financial support allowing us to continue our
turtle conservation programme. 

Acknowledgements 

17



End of Report

Dr. Rene Haller | Hon. Executive Trustee
Sonal Singh | Project Coordinator
Jonathan Charo | Turtle Ranger 

Our Contact

Baobab Trust
P.O. Box 10587 - 80101

Mombasa - KENYA
turtle@thebaobabtrust.com | admin@thebaobabtrust.com

+254 721 357 876
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